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Gratitude

by Joyce Musser

Thanksgiving is the holiday devoted to family, sharing food, and
showing gratitude. While it is fun to get together with family and
friends, every day needs to be a thanksgiving day for the Christian,
and especially for those of us who live in the free world. Gratitude is a
value that should be practiced daily by adults so kids will learn to use
those special words too. Children are not born with gratitude in their
hearts; they must learn it and show compassion. The more we express thanks, the more gratitude we feel. The more grateful we feel,
the more we express thanks. It’s just a big circle, and it leads to a
happier life. We take for granted too many things that we should be
giving thanks for these days. Give thanks for little things as well as
the big ones. Say it. Write it in a paper note. Or even email it. A favorite quote of Rose Black is: “In our prayers, we are taken up with
our needs. In our Thanksgivings, we are taken up with our blessings.
And in our worship, we are taken up with Himself.”
Does this necessary “attitude of gratitude” remind you of the Bible
story in Luke 17 where Jesus healed the ten lepers? This life changing
gift had been given to them, but only one man took the time to say
thank you. It is quite shocking that the other nine walked away without one word of appreciation. Children tend to often complain about
the menu choices of the family. Complaining about the food set before them, for which they did not have to pay or earn, is not what a
busy household needs to hear. Complaining is easy, but expressing
gratitude takes thought. Kids become trained after years of parents
reminding, “Now, what do you say?” The lesson for the young children to learn here is less about their menu choices or
accepting token gifts and more about attitude. A
plaque in a Christian bookstore said, “What if tomorrow
you wake up and only have the things you thanked God
for today?” Becky Imhoff is thankful that our church has
always been a vital part of her family life.
(Continued on page 2)
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Some folks keep gratitude journals. Before going to bed each night, they write a list of 3
things for which they are grateful, be they exciting things or simple joys. But once you
start looking for things to be grateful for, you end up feeling more grateful in a multitude
of ways. Charlotte Schafer and some her friends decided to start a gratitude journal. She
learned to be grateful for small things and it changed her attitude towards life. She always found something to be grateful for like the sounds of children playing in the
park, the smell of the campfire, and looking at the sculptures in the clouds. Instead of
focusing on how stressed she was, she remembered the blessings she had that day.
Another example of sharing gratitude is the story of Ellie’s 5 yr. old son, Tyler, who was
planning to give a video game token, leftover from a recent visit to the local pizza joint.
He explained, “I’m going to put this in the offering since I can’t buy anything with it anyway.” Ellie reminded Tyler we should give God our best instead of what is leftover or useless to us. She thought this was a lesson she had already taught, so it really bothered
her. Should she preach a mini sermon on the topic again, but maybe her child watched
her spend money on things that seemed more important instead of tithing and trusting
God to provide? Children will learn from your example.
Meals are a time we can connect with our family and friends. Often the dining room table is covered with the paperwork of our lives, but it is worth the extra effort to clear it
off and carve out precious time for family meals. The menu or fancy decorating is not as
important as the fellowship. Becky Imhoff is thankful for growing up in a home where
family and extended family are important and that keeping in touch is still important. Gratitude is not a feeling we can manufacture, but we have a lifetime to get better
at it. So go ahead, start counting your blessings!!

For the meal we are about to eat,
For those who made it possible,
And for those with whom we are to share it,
We are thankful.
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VITAL MINISTRY JOURNEY - Revitalizing Agape!
Vital Ministry Journey is intended to put a spark back into Agape's Sunday School program, give lots of people a chance to share, learn, and grow as we study the Bible together, and give an opportunity to share ideas, dreams and goals for the church. 45 participants signed up or showed up, and were assigned to one of six groups. It's not too
late, if you still want to join in, contact me and we'll find a place for you! Thanks to Rick,
Becky F, Kara, Kendra, and Wendy for joining me in leading the groups - and to everybody who is participating!
Each Sunday morning begins at 9:00 in the sanctuary with an opening, song, and prayer
before heading out to groups! The groups begin with a "getting to know you question"
and then read through the session's Bible verse 3 times with a different question/focus
each time. The discussion is as good as those who share, and if you choose just to listen, that's fine.
Groups will be meeting November 2, 9, and 16 with a special total group time on
"Thanksgiving Sunday" to be announced, before wrapping up our final group sessions on
November 30. It's all about growing in God's Word and making Agape an even better
place to worship, share, and learn! Becky Morris

Thanksgiving Feast
Don’t forget about Agape’s annual Thanksgiving Feast on Sunday, November 23rd, after the worship service. This is a planned menu carry
-in meal and everyone is welcome to celebrate thanking God for our
blessings this holiday season. Make sure you sign up on the clipboard to bring your favorite Thanksgiving dinner food! See Diana
Spurgeon if you have questions.
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DEACON'S LOVE FUND REPORT
Beginning balance May 1, 2014
Expenses Walmart Cards
$700.00
Utilities
43.00
Fuel
25.00
Costco Cards
50.00
Community Harvest
Food Bank vouchers 634.22
Total outreach

$1452.22

Income Offerings
Quarter Bank
Deacon bake sale

$1000.00
130.06
120.11

Total income

$1250.17

Balance October 25, 2014

$964.87

$762.82

submitted by Becky Morris, Deacon treasurer

Don’t pray
for a bushel
and carry
only a cup.
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6:30 pm Scouts
6:30 pm Crafty NG*
18

6:30 pm Scouts
25

4-7 pm Piano Lessons
6:30 pm Aerob-ex
Jerry Brenneman
Rhonda Hughes

17

4-7 pm Piano Lessons
6:30 pm Aerob-ex

24

9

6:30 pm Youth Group

16

6:30 pm Youth Group

7:30 pm Choir

10 am Daytime NG

27

Blue = Birthday

Ellie Hough

28

21

14

8 am Men’s Breakfast*

7

FRI

Red = Anniversary

Thanksgiving

6:30 pm B4G
6:30 pm Aerob-ex
Rose Black
6:00 pm Board Meeting
7:30 pm Choir
26

20

6:30 pm B4G
6:30 pm Aerob-ex

13

6:30 pm B4G
6:30 pm Aerob-ex

6

THU

19

7:30 pm Choir

12

7:30 pm Choir
Drebyn McCoy

12 pm Senior Moments

5

WED

* Denotes an event held outside the church. Contact the person in charge of that event for details.

23 Duaine Scribner
Annual Thanksgiving
Dinner
6:30 pm Youth Group
/ 30
Sharon Bender
6:30 pm Youth Group

6:30 pm Scouts

11

10

6:30 pm Youth Group

4-7 pm Piano Lessons
6:30 pm Aerob-ex

6:30 pm Scouts
Alea Wagner
Jacob Klopfenstein

4-7 pm Piano Lessons
6:30 pm Aerob-ex
Marie Chantaca
Ethel Klopfenstein

Council Meeting
following worship

Deacon’s Meeting

4

3

2

TUE

MON

SUN

NOVEMBER 2014

29

22

15

8

Building reserved
10 am-1 pm Musser
1-4 pm Shipe

1

SAT

Agape Church of the Brethren
11610 Lima Road
Fort Wayne, IN 46818
Phone: 260 489 6908
E-mail: agapefort@frontier.com

Sent to our friends at:

Continuing the Word of Jesus—Peacefully. Simply. Together.

Senior Moments
The next Senior Moments meeting is on Wednesday,
November 5th at 12:00 noon. Bring a covered dish to
share!

Collect moments,
not things.
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